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by himself to himself. He had done his allotted part
and left the rest of the responsibility to Pavelitch. He
would not have been on hand to organize an attempt
at Versailles had the Marseilles plot failed. It was not
he who was going to forward instructions to Pospichil
and Raitch waiting at Fontainebleau.

But there is no doubt that the murder in Marseilles
was watched by someone who had authority, probably
"Peter," who did not have to have a message from
Pavelitch ordering the men to obey him because he was
himself Pavelitch. Unidentified by anyone in the
frenzied crowd, he looked on critically while Vlada the
Chauffeur carried out his orders. With him no doubt
was Maria Vudrasek, the blonde lady. Had there
been a failure, it was he who would have given immediate
instructions to Pospichil and Raitch. Equally upon
him devolved the duty of facilitating the escape of
Krai and Vlada the Chauffeur, supposing them not to
have been arrested. Was he to have picked up the two
assassins at the hotel at Aix? Of that we cannot
be sure. Perhaps Krai was .merely waiting for the
Bulgarian on the chance that he might have made a dash
for it and escaped.

In truth, had Krai thrown his bombs there is a fair
chance that in the confusion and panic the two men
might have escaped the flustered police and both got on
to the Aix omnibus. A provincial omnibus was the
last place likely to be searched for the assassins. It
was shrewdly calculated. There was at least a chance.

But the observer, having realized that the King was
dead, ensured his own safety by making an immediate
escape. He did not notify Pospichil and he left Krai
to shift for himself. Krai had not carried out instruc-
tions. He had not thrown the bombs. His blood
was on his own head.

Krai was more and more nervous. The news had
not come to Aix, but it might come at any moment.
When it was dark he went up to his room and ripped